
CABINET MEMBER 
DECISION

Decision:   

That approval is granted for the Private Sector Housing Assistance 
Policy – Independent Living to be temporarily revised until 1 April 
2019 to remove the means test and local land charge in respect or 
applications for stair lifts and modular access ramps.

(1) Details of Decision

The Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy – Independent Living sets out 
how the Council will use its resources to assist residents in need of support to 
maintain independence in the home, reduce the need for support from social 
care and health services and/or prevent further deterioration in their 
conditions. 

The policy was approved by Cabinet on 12 October 2017 and delegated 
authority was given to the Cabinet Member for Housing to make any minor 
amendments to the policy that may be required to support its continued 
effectiveness.

As the policy has been in place for 1 year a review of its effectiveness has 
been undertaken. Currently, where a disabled person does not qualify for a 
Mandatory Disabled Facilities Grant as they have “failed” the financial means 
test to qualify, they can apply for discretionary disabled adaptations 
assistance of up to £7,000 for eligible works. However, a local land charge for 
the cost of the adaption, repayable upon sale of the property is levied. 

(2) Considerations/Evidence

The review proposes that the policy is temporarily revised in respect of stair 
lifts and modular access ramps (for applications approved prior to 1 April 
2019).  This will remove the financial means test and requirement for a local 
land charge to be attached to the property where the disabled person meets 
all other non-financial requirements for a mandatory disabled facilities grant 
and is supported by a recommendation from a Lincolnshire County Council 
Occupational Therapist. The policy with revisions highlighted is at Appendix 
1.

These relatively low cost adaptations, which can be quickly installed, do not 



add financial value to the home and in some instances the local land charge 
deters disabled people from making an application. Stair lifts and modular 
access ramps help to support independence, prevent falls and in turn can 
reduce avoidable hospital admissions or facilities a timely hospital discharge.

(3) Reasons for Decision:

The funding for disabled facilities grants is provided through the 
Government’s Better Care Fund.  Alongside providing mandatory disabled 
facilities grants, the funding can be used to meet Better Care Fund 
Outcomes, namely that

 independence is supported and admission to residential care is 
minimised;

 funds are invested in out of hospital services to reduce avoidable 
admissions

 hospital discharge is timely and appropriate, reducing delays.
 

A temporary revision to the policy will enable the effectiveness of the revision 
to be assessed alongside the demand.
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